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Abstract

 

The article discusses migration processes in the first quarter of the 21st century, which have become a characteristic feature of global development and emerged as a global challenge for the future of humanity. One of the factors influencing these processes has been the Russian-Ukrainian war, initiated by the Russian Federation against Ukraine in 2014. Until 2022, this war was perceived by the international community as a localized conflict; however, during this period, it triggered large-scale displacements of people forced to leave their homes due to ethnic cleansing, discrimination, and brutal violations of human rights.

As a result of the large-scale war initiated by Russia against Ukraine, external migration of Ukrainians has reached unprecedented levels, particularly in the countries of the European Union. This situation has come as a surprise both to the state leadership and to many Ukrainians who were unprepared for such a turn of events. Ukraine lacked sufficient experience in managing issues related to mass migration, making it extremely difficult to determine the quantitative and qualitative parameters of migration flows under these extraordinary circumstances. This presents challenges not only for the state but also for international organizations trying to provide assistance and support to Ukrainians who have left their homes.

In such conditions, it is crucial to develop effective strategies to support refugees, integrate them into new societies and cultures, and address the social and economic consequences of this migration.
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Анотація

 

У статті розглянуті міграційні процеси в першій чверті ХХІ століття, що стали характерною ознакою світового розвитку й вийшли на рівень глобального виклику у подальшому розвитку людства. Одним із чинників, що вплинув на ці процеси, стала російсько-українська війна, розв’язана у 2014 році Російською Федерацією проти України. Ця війна у сприйнятті світової спільноти до 2022 року мала локальний характер, однак уже в цей період вона спровокувала масштабні переміщення людей, які змушені були покинути свої домівки внаслідок етноциду, дискримінації, брутального порушення прав людини.

Внаслідок широкомасштабної війни, розв’язаної Росією проти України, зовнішня міграція українців досягла безпрецедентних масштабів, особливо в країнах Європейського Союзу. Ця ситуація стала несподіванкою як для державного керівництва, так і для багатьох українців, які не були готові до такого розвитку подій. Україна не мала достатнього досвіду в управлінні проблемами масової міграції, тому визначити кількісні та якісні параметри міграційних потоків у цих надзвичайних умовах виявилося надзвичайно складно. Це створює виклики не лише для держави, а й для міжнародних організацій, які намагаються надати допомогу та підтримку українцям, що покинули свої домівки.

У таких умовах важливо розробити ефективні стратегії для підтримки біженців, інтеграції їх у нові суспільства, культури та вирішити соціальні та економічні наслідки цієї міграції.

 

Ключові слова: міграційні процеси, вимушена міграція, добровільна міграція, академічна міграція, мігранти, міграційна політика.



Introduction
Migration processes are a fundamental aspect of human development. Since the early twentieth century, they have become a pervasive phenomenon, affecting almost every country globally. The movement of populations from one region to another triggers significant socio-economic, political, cultural, religious, and demographic transformations. The primary determinants of migration include:

 


	
		Economic factors (such as the pursuit of better living conditions and employment opportunities), 

		Socio-political drivers (including local and global conflicts, wars, discrimination, and persecution), 

		Natural causes (such as natural disasters). 



 

Consequently, migration can be categorized into voluntary and forced types. Economic motivations typically drive voluntary migration, whereas forced migration is often a result of political persecution, military conflicts, or natural disasters, representing a crucial means of ensuring human survival and development. «The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine is not merely a contemporary geopolitical struggle; it is a complex narrative woven with historical threads that extend deep into the annals of time. Amidst the modern dynamics of this war, a peculiar dimension surfaces –Russia's deliberate ascription of certain narratives from Ukrainian history, particularly those rooted in the ancient past. This strategic incorporation of historical narratives adds a layer of complexity to the conflict, highlighting the interplay between history, geopolitics, and national identity. Therefore, the modern Russian-Ukrainian war is not merely a clash of military forces on the battlefield; it is a manifestation of historical grievances, territorial disputes, and competing geopolitical ambitions» (Derviş, 2024).

 

Moreover, migration is influenced by both uncontrollable and controllable factors. Uncontrollable factors encompass natural conditions and geographical locations, whereas controllable factors include demographic attributes like population growth, age and gender composition, and the ethnic makeup of indigenous populations and migrants. Socio-psychological factors also play a role, including the intensity of social interactions, living conditions, and the level of communication development.

 

Despite advancements in international cooperation and the establishment of organizations aimed at maintaining global peace and security, armed conflicts persist in various regions such as Libya, Syria, Mali, Israel, Iran, and Ukraine (due to Russia's war of aggression against the Ukrainian people), perpetuating substantial refugee flows worldwide. Migrants' reception varies globally. For instance, the United States, Israel, and Hungary enforce stringent legislative controls over migration processes; Australia and Canada adopt a balanced approach with entry questionnaires; and the United Arab Emirates regulates labor migration with specific policies that restrict the permanency of residence for workers from countries like Pakistan, Malaysia, and India. Conversely, many European countries are experiencing challenges due to increasing migrant inflows from Africa, Asia, and other regions, significantly altering the continent's economic, demographic, religious, and ethnic landscapes and frequently catalyzing various scales and types of conflicts.

 

The article consists of an introduction, three sections, conclusions and a list of references. The article is one of the first systematic attempts to investigate the pace of migration from Ukraine since 2022. The article focuses attention on the reasons and scope of migration, which will allow further research to determine the ways of re-emigration.

.

Literature Review

 

Migration processes are one of the characteristic features of modern societal development. Scientific literature primarily focuses on statistical data related to migration. However, as M. Kasyanova points out, quantitative indicators vary significantly because they depend on many factors, including state statistical agencies, migration services, and others. The war complicates trust in data obtained under unusual circumstances. This study utilizes data provided by the UN, which states that Ukraine ranks among the top ten countries in the world with the highest number of international migrants.

 

The research emphasizes that this wave of migration is uneven, fluid, and difficult to track. This is due to the fact that people who left at the beginning of the war have already returned, while others have left without registering with consulates. Additionally, some remain in European countries in transit, waiting for visas to the USA and Canada. The study of migration processes continues as the war persists, making it impossible to assess the demographic situation or make predictions. Another pressing issue is the need to develop reintegration strategies, which should be implemented immediately after the cessation of hostilities.

 

Europe has not experienced such intensity of migration since the Second World War. A survey by the UNHCR reveals that 87% of migrants are women with children, and 65% of these women are of working age, between 18 to 59 years old. Furthermore, approximately 70% of the migrants surveyed possess a university degree (Pyshnyi, 2022). These statistics reflect that migrants are not an economic burden for European countries; rather, they represent a substantial social and human capital. During the nine months following the onset of the full-scale war in Ukraine, migrants have provided significant economic impetus to Europe. Firstly, Ukrainian spending abroad has surged notably. According to the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU), the volume of imports of services under the travel item increased dramatically in 2022, reaching up to $2 billion per month. Secondly, from March to October, over eight months, Ukrainians spent more than $15 billion abroad (Pyshnyi, 2022). 

 

Ukrainian sociologists have noted that the war has significantly complicated the credibility of sociological data collected under unusual conditions. They caution that, given the "extremely short distance of observation in 2022, the reliability of judgements and statements is constantly in doubt due to the high dynamics of the extraordinary situation." As a result, they argue that "the true cognitive status of confirmation or refutation of reliability will be revealed only later" (Dembitskyi et al., 2022, p. 20). This skepticism underlines the challenges of conducting and interpreting sociological research in contexts disrupted by rapid and profound changes, suggesting that conclusions drawn from such data are provisional and subject to future validation.

 

А. Suprunovskyi, who expresses a similar judgement, specifies the reasons for this and draws attention to the need to observe chronological sequence in recording quantitative indicators of migration: ‘Despite the existing scale of forced migration in Ukraine under martial law, information on the volume of such movements is rather relative. This is understandable, as the characteristics of the composition and directions of migration are constantly changing. The hostilities are ongoing, which means that civilians continue to evacuate or leave of their own free will from dangerous regions of the country. At the same time, the liberation of some of the previously occupied territories by the Ukrainian Armed Forces and the reduction of panic have enabled some displaced persons to return to their homes. This requires that each time the statistical indicators of forced migration are assessed, the date of their formation should be taken into account’ (Suprunovskyi, 2022, p. 475).

 

The number of Ukrainian migrants has significantly exceeded any predictions. It is impossible to hold those making such predictions accountable, as none of the developed scenarios by migration specialists could foresee the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, and consequently, the large-scale migration of the population from Ukraine. In this regard, I. Malik notes: "In the lives of Ukrainians, there is only a conditional 'before.' There is no conditional 'after.' The quantitative and qualitative social changes are so enormous that it is practically impossible to outline their characteristics and calculate the consequences" (Malik, 2022). According to Ukrainian researchers from the Cedos analytical center, 3.6 million people left Ukraine within the first month of the war (Filipchuk et al., 2022). As stated by the authors Krasnodemska, I., Savitskaya, M., Berezan, V., Tovstukha, O., and Rodchenko, L., the war in Ukraine has created a significant need for psychological support and assistance for citizens. According to a study conducted by the International Organization for Migration, more than 15 million Ukrainians have reported a deterioration in their mental well-being since the start of the full-scale invasion, and almost one in four Ukrainians (23%) are in need of psychological and psychosocial assistance (Krasnodemska et al., 2023)

 

The situation is complicated by the fact that millions of Ukrainian refugees have found themselves outside the country due to military aggression. Currently, there are various expert estimates regarding how many of them will return to their homeland after the war ends. Many specialists believe that a significant portion of those who have managed to adapt will choose to remain abroad. «It should be noted that it is unlikely that the creators of the «Marshall Plan for Ukraine» will establish economic conditions and offer salary levels that are more attractive than those in Eastern and Central European countries where Ukrainian workers are employed» (UGSPL, 2022).

 

Therefore, it is quite probable that we will face the paradox of millions of Ukrainians working abroad despite a severe shortage of labor resources, while international recruitment agencies will be bringing a large number of labor immigrants from developing countries to Ukraine.»

 

Identification of previously unresolved parts of the overall problem. The large-scale war unleashed by Russia against Ukraine has precipitated a surge in the external migration of the Ukrainian population, reaching unprecedented levels, particularly within the European Union. This situation underscores Ukraine's lack of experience in handling large-scale external migration. The extraordinary circumstances of war complicate the recording of quantitative and qualitative parameters of migration. Even in relatively calm periods, problems with statistical data on departures from Ukraine were evident. M. M. Kasyanova highlights these issues, noting, "Identification of quantitative indicators of Ukrainian migration is complicated by internal statistics of individual state institutions, whose data usually vary significantly. The main source of knowledge about migration is its current accounting, which is carried out by the State Statistics Service of Ukraine based on data on registration and deregistration of persons at the place of residence by processing arrival/departure sheets filled in at the time of registration at the units of the State Migration Service" (Kasyanova, 2017, p. 228). Clearly, the war has exacerbated these challenges, making it nearly impossible to expect people to officially apply for a change of residence.

 

According to the UN Refugee Agency, in 2022 alone, 9.7 million people left Ukraine, 5.9 million became internally displaced, 3.7 million returned, and 5 to 15 million lost their jobs. These figures are staggering, representing nearly a third of Ukraine's population. Is it too early to discuss the return of our citizens to their homeland? While there is no definitive answer yet, several conditions for return can be identified: first, ensuring safety for life; second, providing suitable living and educational conditions; third, developing programs to stimulate the national and regional labor markets; and fourth, crafting a long-term migration policy that draws on the experience of other countries while effectively adapting it to the unique challenges and realities of Ukraine.

 

Purpose. The purpose of this study is to determine the extent and consequences of forced migration from Ukraine, with a particular focus on the impacts awaiting Ukrainian society, including socio-economic, political, cultural, and nation-building consequences.

 

To achieve this objective, the study delineates the following research tasks:

 


	
		Assess the impact of human and intellectual capital loss: investigate how the emigration of highly skilled professionals in search of better working conditions and prospects abroad contributes to personnel shortages in key sectors, complicating the socio-economic landscape in Ukraine.

		Examine displacement dynamics: identify the challenges posed by both internal and external displacements due to military conflicts, focusing on the government's response in providing adequate protection and assistance to migrants and facilitating their integration into new socio-economic environments.

		Analyze economic impacts: study both the positive and negative effects of migration processes on Ukraine’s economy. this includes examining how migrants contribute to economic development through labor activity and innovation, as well as the issues arising from irregular migration and inadequate integration, such as underemployment and social conflicts.



 

Given the current global increase in migration triggered by shifts in economic, political, and environmental conditions, this research underscores the need for international cooperation to address the integration challenges faced by developed countries and the loss of skilled labor in less developed nations.

 

Methodology

 

The study employs a combination of philosophical, general, and specialized scientific methods:

 


	
		Metaphysical method: utilized to elucidate the mental foundations of migration processes, providing insights into the underlying perceptions and attitudes towards migration.

		Dialectical method: applied to identify and analyze social contradictions that emerge from migration and their repercussions on societal development.

		Sociological methods: these methods are crucial for assessing the scale and dynamics of migration processes, allowing for a detailed understanding of migrant demographics and movements.

		Economic analysis: focuses on the impact of migration on the labor market, economic growth, and other economic facets, offering a comprehensive view of how migration influences economic structures.

		Statistical analysis: involves the scrutiny of migration data, including the number of migrants, their professional qualifications, and their countries of origin and destination, to discern patterns and trends in migration flows.

		Ethnographic methods: these methods are key to exploring the cultural aspects of migration, such as the preservation of migrants’ traditions, their interactions with new cultures, and the evolution of their identities.

		For a comprehensive study, it is essential to use both quantitative and qualitative methods. The primary focus of qualitative methods is to uncover the motivational aspects of respondents' reactions, their value orientations, personal expectations, and perceptions, including behavioral stereotypes. Qualitative methods are extremely informative when examining socially significant concepts such as migration and enculturation, as they do not limit the research to predefined answer options but allow respondents to articulate their thoughts on the issues at hand. Additionally, qualitative methods help avoid socially desirable responses, as respondents are asked to justify their opinions and explain the causal relationships behind their decisions. Among the qualitative methods, the most relevant for our research objectives are expert interviews with opinion leaders (public activists, political scientists, psychologists, representatives of culture and education) to address the posed questions by involving professionals and specialists who have valuable experience in this field for a general assessment of the current situation, identifying the most pressing issues, and exploring potential solutions.

		The research utilizes statistical data from the analytical center Cedos, as well as analytics from the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine and UNHCR. The war in Ukraine is still ongoing, making it difficult to assess the scale of migration. Fluctuations in quantitative indicators are linked to the uncertain prospects of the war. The number of migrants continues to grow, although it is fair to note that this process has significantly slowed down. For evaluating the situation, empirical studies on migration processes since the beginning of the full-scale invasion have drawn on the research of Dembirskyi, Zlobina, Kostenko, Filippchuk, Syrbu, Kabanyts, and others. A. Suprunovskyi's study emphasizes the reasons and clear sequence in the documentation of quantitative indicators. All data indicate that Ukraine is currently one of the leaders in the number of external migrants. I. Malyk highlights that the quantitative and qualitative social changes are immense, making it practically impossible to identify their characteristics and assess the consequences.

		Qualitative research has helped to define the profile of the average forced migrant, particularly in the works of Akіnina. These studies also laid the foundation for the classification of migrants. Conventionally, three groups of migrants can be distinguished: the first group consists of refugees, the second group includes individuals seeking asylum, and the third group encompasses those in need of temporary protection. All surveys are conducted anonymously, with no personal data provided; instead of names, codes and numbers are used for identification, preserving anonymity. This method is particularly important for sensitive topics where respondents may feel fear or shame regarding their answers.



 

Results and discussion

 

 Since the onset of Russia's military invasion, Ukraine has experienced unprecedented levels of external migration. Initially characterized by spontaneous and urgent departures in search of safety, the majority of those fleeing the country have been women and children. The fluid nature of this migration wave makes accurate recording challenging, as some individuals who left at the conflict's start have since returned, while others continue to leave. Most internally displaced persons (IDPs) have relocated to European countries via Poland or remained within Ukraine. Notably, some migrants have not registered with their consulates, while others remain in transit across various European nations, awaiting visas to further destinations such as the United States and Canada.

 

The massive influx of migrants has necessitated that governments of recipient countries undertake complex daily decisions concerning legal, political, psychological, managerial, social, and medical aspects. Early in March 2022, the Council of the European Union anticipated the challenges stemming from the forced migration of the Ukrainian population, particularly noting the strain on its eastern borders due to the conflict. It was estimated that half of the Ukrainians arriving in the Union, benefiting from visa-free travel for short stays, would either join family members or seek employment within the Union, while the other half would apply for international protection. Predictions suggested that 2.5 million to 6.5 million people could be displaced due to the armed conflict, with 1.2 to 3.2 million potentially seeking international protection. In a worst-case scenario, as per UNHCR data, about 4 million people could leave Ukraine (European Union, 2022).

 

In response to this crisis, the European Union swiftly enacted the Temporary Protection Directive on March 4, 2022, marking the first such implementation in its history. This Directive was designed to manage the substantial influx of displaced persons and to provide temporary protection to those fleeing the war in Ukraine, with the European Commission coordinating the efforts of EU countries in this regard (European Union, 2022).

 

Sociological research and surveys shed light on the demographic profile of the average IDP from Ukraine: typically, a woman aged 30 to 39, who left Ukraine in March with higher or incomplete higher education. This individual is likely a qualified specialist, manager, entrepreneur, or housewife, originally residing in a city rather than a village, and hailing from Kyiv or one of the southern, eastern, or central regions of Ukraine. Most often, she is abroad with her children, and less frequently with her parents, husband, or other relatives (Аkinina, 2022).

 

The status of Ukrainians abroad primarily falls into three categories: refugees, asylum-seekers, and persons in need of temporary protection. The heterogeneity of the Ukrainian migrants' strategies and tactics is notable. Some are actively adapting to the host country's labor market and learning the language with intentions to stay, while others, overcoming initial stress and fear, plan to return to Ukraine. A third group passively awaits developments in and around Ukraine, content with the minimal support provided by the host authorities and communities (Dembitskyi et al., 2022, p. 237).

 

According to the UNHCR's report for March-December 2022, approximately 7.9 million refugees left Ukraine and sought protection across Europe, with over 4 million granted access to temporary protection or a similar status by the end of the year (UNHCR, 2023).

 

The extensive migration from Ukraine, prompted by Russia's large-scale invasion, has led to a substantial number of Ukrainians seeking refuge across Europe and beyond. A summary by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and various statistical sources provides an overview of the displacement and current status of Ukrainian refugees in individual countries as of December 2022 and early 2023:

 


	
		Bulgaria: More than 977,000 refugees have crossed into Bulgaria, with approximately 149,000 receiving temporary protection. By the end of December 2022, about 50,200 remained in the country.

		Czech Republic: As of December 2022, 473,216 Ukrainian refugees had been granted temporary protection.

		Hungary: The country witnessed over 3.9 million border crossings, including 2 million directly from Ukraine and 1.9 million via the Romanian border. Notably, 176,083 temporary residence cards and over 25,000 residence permits were issued, with approximately 33,200 people registered for temporary protection.

		Moldova: Initially, over 750,000 people fled to Moldova, with more than 102,000 remaining by the end of 2022.

		Poland: Over 1.5 million refugees registered for temporary protection, with 1,508,338 applying for a Polish unique registration number (PESEL).

		Romania: The country saw over 2.2 million border crossings, hosting 106,268 refugees from Ukraine by year-end, with over 101,000 granted temporary protection.

		Slovakia: More than a million crossed into Slovakia seeking protection, with 104,764 applying for temporary protection by the end of 2022.



 

As of the first anniversary of the invasion, the total number of Ukrainians living abroad was estimated at 7,989,027. Significant host countries include Poland, Germany, the USA, and the Czech Republic, among others.

 

Further data from Statista highlight the broader scale of movement across the Ukrainian border from 24 February 2022 to 7 March 2023, with 19,293,161 people having left Ukraine and 10,823,841 returning.

 

These statistics underscore the widespread impact of the conflict on Ukrainian migration, illustrating both the vast scale of displacement and the dynamic nature of migration patterns. The ongoing situation necessitates continued international cooperation and support to manage the complex needs of displaced Ukrainians effectively.

 

Table 1. 

The number of citizens who left and returned to Ukraine between February 24, 2022, and March 27, 2023.

 

[image: Image]

 

Additional notes: Russia as of 3 October 2022, Belarus as of 14 February 2023, Romania as of 26 March 2023, Moldova as of 26 March 2023; border crossing data with Ukraine is not available for Russia, Hungary and Belarus; Belarus and Russia are countries not included in the Refugee Response Plan (Statista Research Department, 3 April 2023).

 

It is important to understand that all statistics on refugees from Ukraine contain errors, including the quantitative indicators from UNHCR. In particular, their official website draws attention to the following objective reasons:

 


1) The figure ‘Refugees from Ukraine registered for temporary protection or similar national protection schemes in Europe’ may include multiple registrations of the same person in two or more EU+ countries; there are registrations that remain incomplete for various reasons, as well as registrations of refugees who have moved on, including outside Europe; 

2) Statistics are compiled mainly on the basis of data provided by the authorities, but subsequently, after verification of all statistical information, there are amendments, including retroactive ones.



 

As of 4 April 2023, according to The Operational Data Portal (ODP) enables UNHCR’s institutional responsibility to provide an information and data sharing platform to facilitate coordination of refugee emergencies. This was achieved using independent ‘situation views’ covering major emergencies such as the Syria situation or the Central African Republic emergency, among others. UNHCR's Rapid Data Platform (https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine), 8,163,268 refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe, with 5,027,182 registered for temporary protection or similar national protection schemes in Europe. The platform also contains statistics for 44 countries. First of all, information is provided on the countries listed in the Refugee Response Plan, then on all other countries, and Russia and Belarus are separately highlighted. The statistics include the number of people: who crossed the border from and to Ukraine; who are registered in the country; who have been granted temporary protection (in EU countries) or similar protected status. 

 

Table 2. 

Statistics reflecting the number of individuals who crossed the border into and out of Ukraine; those registered in the country; and those who received temporary protection (in EU countries) or a similar protected status.
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Table 3. 

Statistics reflecting the number of individuals who crossed the border between Ukraine and Russia, as well as between Ukraine and Belarus.
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Table 4. 

Statistics on the response of other countries to refugees from Ukraine.

 

[image: Image]

 

The statistics highlight Poland's prominent role in accommodating Ukrainian refugees, a trend driven by several factors. Poland has maintained strong diplomatic relationships with Ukraine, which have been consistently affirmed by both nations' leaders despite historical complexities. This has established a foundation of goodwill and cooperation. Subjectively, Poland is strategically positioned on the European Union's external border, focusing both national and international efforts on managing mass migration effectively. Moreover, Poland's migration policies are deliberately designed to create favorable conditions for Ukrainians, aligning with its strategic goal of improving the demographic situation within its own borders (Kukuruz, 2023). Consequently, many Ukrainians prefer Poland as a destination over other countries.

 

According to Ukrainian sociologists, while some external migrants have returned to Ukraine, others are ready to return if the security situation improves. However, about 10% of external migrants believe their departure from Ukraine is permanent. The prospect of Ukrainians returning remains fraught with uncertainties. «When evaluating the prospects for the return to Ukraine of those who left after February 24, 2022, it is important not to ignore the division into two vastly unequal groups: the majority consists of those who left Ukraine in search of safety, while a much smaller group comprises those who chose to take the opportunity to move to a more developed and prosperous country. It is not advisable to attempt to bring back people from the second group, as they have chosen this path for themselves. Instead, it is essential to strive for the maximum return of mothers with children, rather than facing a mass emigration of their husbands after the war» (Libanova et al., 2022). The Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union (UHHRU), with the support of the European Union, conducted focus group research across 12 EU countries, revealing that most respondents intend to return to Ukraine post-conflict. Yet, immediate return is hindered by factors such as lack of physical security, destruction of housing, and the ongoing occupation of their territories by the Russian Federation (Potapenko et al., 2023).

 

R. Vynnychuk and N. Rubakha suggest that, based on the experience of previous refugee crises, some individuals who flee war choose to stay permanently in host countries, particularly when entire families migrate, and in this case, primarily women with children (Vynnychuk & Rubakha, 2022). The ongoing conflict and Ukraine's uncertain economic future make it challenging to predict the full scale of migration and the likelihood of return.

 

Conclusions

 

Summarizing the situation, it is evident that the continuation of the Russian-Ukrainian war significantly impacts the Ukrainian economy and increases the likelihood that a substantial portion of the population may not return, thereby affecting the country's demographic potential. It is imperative, even before the conflict concludes, to develop methodologies to accurately assess the scale and dynamics of Ukrainian migration abroad. This includes reconciling discrepancies in data regarding border crossings provided by Ukrainian and international organizations, clarifying terminology for different groups of displaced Ukrainians, and enhancing mechanisms for registering Ukrainian citizens abroad, including improvements to the consular registration system.

 

As Ukraine continues to integrate into European structures, its migration policy should align with EU standards, particularly regarding the basic principles of EU migration policy. There should be a state-level program to encourage the return of migrants, which could involve attracting investment to Ukraine and incentivizing businesses to create jobs, thereby leveraging opportunities for bilateral economic cooperation.

 

Currently, the pace of emigration abroad has slowed down. However, the continuation of the war may lead to further migration of the Ukrainian population abroad. The intensity and direction of this migration will depend on many factors, including: the expansion or contraction of the combat zone; progress in the de-occupation of the remaining temporarily occupied territories; the resilience of local critical infrastructure; direct shelling of populated areas by Russian forces; the emergence of crisis phenomena of a technological or natural nature; the level of socio-economic recovery in liberated territories; and changes in the labor market and economic structure of different regions.

 

In future research, it is important to focus on measures related to the cultural integration of migrants in their host areas, as they have found themselves in unfamiliar social and cultural conditions due to forced migration. Targeted cultural efforts are needed to familiarize migrants with the historical and cultural traditions of the host area and to promote mutual understanding with local residents. Establishing such initiatives with financial support from the Ukrainian Cultural Foundation and the organizational involvement of local authorities will help mitigate the socio-psychological consequences of forced migration and facilitate their inclusion in the socio-economic life of the recipient regions and communities.
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Country | DataDate | Refugees from Ukraine | Refugees from | Border Border
registered for Temporary | Ukraine crossings from | crossings  to
Protection or similar | recorded  in | Ukraine Ukraine
national protection | country
schemes
Poland 03.042023 | 1581148 1581148 10606 537 8388808
Czech 02.04.2023 | 504 107 504352 Not applicable | Not applicable
Republic
Slovakia | 02.04.2023 | 113253 113253 1281690 1015740
Romania | 02.04.2023 | 125316 107706 2185338 1791599
Republic of | 03.04.2023 | Not applicable 106634 798223 271718
Moldova
Lithvania | 31.03.2023 | 76309 76 309 Not applicable | Not applicable
Estonia 03.042023 | 44588 68930 Data not | Data not
available available
Bulgaria | 04.04.2023 | 155883 48974 Not applicable | Not applicable
Hungary | 03.04.2023 | 34248 34248 2448937 Data not
available
Latvia 03.042023 | 46976 32488 Data not | Data not
available available
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Poland 10,452.01 817987

Russia 28524 -

Hungary 241491 -

Romania 21539 1,759.55
Slovakia 1,266.19 997.85

Moldova 795.59 42118

Belarus 1671
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Germany 25.03.2023 922657 1056 628

United Kingdom 28.03.2023 198700 198700

Tnaly 17.03.2023 173213 173213

Spain 03.04.2023 172682 172682

France 3110.2022 118994 118994

Turkiye 26.01.2023 Not applicable 95874

Austria 2003.2023 94984 94984

Netherlands 10022023 89730 89730

Treland 19.03.2023 78025 78462

Belgium 03.04.2023 69557 70307

Switzerland 31.03.2023 83428 65818

Portugal 2602.2023 58242 58242

Sweden 30.03.2023 53755 53755

Finland 27.03.2023 52790 47067

Norway 03.04.2023 44798 44798

Denmark. 02.04.2023 39338 41419

Montenegro 03.04.2023 8298 31770

Georgia 31.01.2023 Not applicable 24658

Croatia 2003.2023 21352 21352

Greece 06.12.2022 20955 20955

Cyprus 12032023 21842 16281

Slovenia 02.04.2023 8990 9222

Luxembous 25.10.2022 6756 6756

North Macedonia 03.04.2023 Not applicable 63562

Azerbaijan 13.03.203 Not applicable 5031

Serbia and Kosovo: | 03.04.2023 1286 3096

S/RES/1244 (1999)

Albania 23.03.2023 2 2758

Iceland 28.02.2023 2674 2674

Malta 19.02.2023 1744 1744

Asmenia 28.03.2023 Not applicable 553

Liechtenstein 18012023 536 410

Bosnia and Herzegovina | 26.03.2023 Not applicable 168
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Russian | 03.10.2022 | Not applicable 2852395 2852395 Data  mot
Federation available
Belarus | 2803.2023 | Not applicable 22168 16705 Data  mot
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