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Abstract e

According to Bondarko's functional grammar
theory, combined with the corpus of the Russian
State Corpus and the BCC Corpus of Peking
University, this paper discusses the language
expression means of each subfield of the
functional semantic field of spatial orientational
category in Russian and Chinese Languages, and
constructs the structure of directional functional
semantic field. The research results of this paper
will help Chinese students better grasp the
grammatical structure of Russian spatial
direction prepositions. At the same time, This
paper systematically compares and analyzes the
characteristics of the expressions about the
directional functional semantic field in the two
languages, provides theoretical guidance for
Chinese college students to learn Russian, and
provides theoretical support for teachers engaged
in Russian teaching.
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Introduction

The concept of "field" was originally used in
physics and has since been borrowed by many
scientific disciplines to describe the phenomena
they study. In recent years, the study of combined
structural fields composed of different language

units has become a research trend. These
language units can not only systematically
present the picture of the language world, but
also study language phenomena from the
perspectives of onomatics and semantics.
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Shchur (Ulyp I'. C.) devoted himself to the study
of the basic theory of field division of labor in
linguistics, with special attention to the
functional semantic field. He pointed out the use
of functional semantics for "field" research. The
advantages of studying with this method are:
firstly, the "field" is regarded as a spatial
phenomenon; secondly, not only the function of
language units, but also the common semantic
features of language units are considered
(Shchur, 1974:66). In other words, unlike other
fields, the functional semantic field is based on
two criteria—functionality and semantics.
Therefore, the functional semantic field is
defined as "a multi-level system of expressions
that reflects the unity of functions and the
interaction between functions in a language
based on a certain semantic category"
(Bondarko,1984:21-22).

The purpose of the paper is to identify the variety
of the spatial orientational category in modern
Russian and Chinese languages, to determine
similarities and differences in the expression of
this category, to classify the ways of expression
in methodological purposes for predicting and
preventing possible interference in the speech of
the Chinese students.

Literature review

According to Bondarko (bonmapko A.B.), there
are two main structural types of functional
semantic fields: monocentric fields with the same
grammaticalized structure and polycentric fields
without the same structure but with the same
specific characteristics. Among them, the core
structure of the polycentric field can be
composed of several linguistic structures. Any
functional semantic field is a subsystem in the
language structure, and each language unit in the
system has common semantic features and has
the characteristics of semantic commonality. The
structure of functional semantic field is divided
into core field, transition field and fringe field
(Popova et al., 1989: 6).

According to the characteristics of semantic
categories, Bondarko divided functional
semantic fields into four categories: predicate
functional semantic  field, subject-object
functional semantic field, quality-quantitative
functional semantic field, and sparse functional
semantic field (Bondarko, 2002:35). The spatial
functional semantic field belongs to the predicate
functional semantic field. As a special language
system, it has a complex language structure, and
its constituent elements are connected by
semantic categories and syntactic relations. The

functional semantic field is a multi-dimensional,
huge and ordered aggregate of language units,
and one of its main characteristics is to
completely include language units into the
aggregate of language units through the same
semantic category. The spatial functional
semantic field is mainly composed of the
locational functional semantic field and the
directional functional semantic field. This paper
mainly studies the functional semantic field of
Russian-Chinese spatial orientation and its
composition, and compares and analyzes the
similarities and differences of language
expressions in each subfield of the two-language
spatial directional functional semantic fields.
According to Bondarko's functional semantic
field theory, we divide the directional functional
semantic field into core field, transition field and
fringe field.

The materials and methods

We selected the corpus from the Russian State
Corpus and the BCC Corpus of Peking
University. According to the sampling method,
we extracted 1000 corpora from the two corpora
respectively, searched for the corpus expressing
the structure of the spatial direction functional
semantic field in these 1000 corpora, analyzed
the proportion of each expression type in the
field, and then based on these corpora. The
proportion of the corpus in the 1000 corpus is
calculated to calculate the number of entries for
each expression means in each functional
semantic field in the corpus. To this end, we use
data analysis and comparative methods to
explore the functional semantic field of Russian-
Chinese spatial orientation.

Results and Discussion

Functional Semantic Field of Russian Spatial
Orientation

Guided by Bondarko's functional semantic field
theory, we constructed a functional semantic
field of Russian spatial orientation. Its core field,
transition field and fringe field are as follows:

1. Core field

The expression means of the core field in
functional semantic field of Russian spatial
orientation is the spatial preposition structure that
expresses the orientational meaning. Among
them, "8", "na”, "noo”, "3a", "k", "uz", "c", "om",
"00", "no" and other prepositions are the most
typical symbolic words for orientation.
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There are three types of spatial preposition

structures that express the meaning of orientation:

Verb + Spatial Preposition + the accusative N.,
Verb + Spatial Preposition + the dative N., Verb
+ Spatial Preposition + the genitive N.

1) Verb + Spatial Preposition + the accusative
N.: Verb + 6, na, noo, 3a + the accusative N.,
For example:

(2) Beimien na ymuiry, MOXOOUI — HHYETO HE
HAIIET.

I went to the street to look for something and

found nothing.

(b) Owu camuics na moe3, exan B MOCKBY.

He took the train to Moscow.

(c) Sl ocen na Mo U 1MOJIE€3 MO KPOBATh.

I fell to the ground and crawled under the bed.

2) Verb + spatial preposition + the dative N.:
verb + k, no + the dative N., for example:

(a) Korma ona mepBblii pa3 MpUIIUIA KO MHE H
3al1a B MO0 KOMHATY.

The first time she came to my place, she walked

into my room.

(b) A Kor mobumiaa xomuTh ¢ ACBKOH 7o
Mara3uHam.

Kate likes to go shopping with Aska.

3) Verb + spatial preposition + the genitive N.:
verb + u3, ¢, om, do + the genitive N., for
example:

(a) I otman emy 3aMOK M BBIIIEN U3 IOMA.

I gave him the lock and left the house.

(b) Hukro He MpoOKpaiics ¢ YIMIBI, YTO OYCHB
COMHHTEJBHO.

No one sneaked in from the street, it is suspicious.

(c) W mam mpusTHO y3HaBaTh OmM BaC CaMble
pa3Hble TOAPOOHOCTH O HAIIeM TOPOJIe.

We are delighted to have learned various details

about our city from you.

(d) 3amare munyT Taws gobexana do aoMma.

Five minutes later Tanya ran into the house.

2. Transition field

The expression types of the transition field in the
functional semantic field of Russian orientation
are mainly adverbs (myda, crooda, omcrooa,
enepéo, etc.), prepositional combinations
(om...00..., c...00..., etc.).

1) Adverbs indicating the meaning of
orientation

(a) Ouens maBHO HE OBUT B IIMPKE — IO-MOEMY,
JIae B JIETCTBE XOJUII 11y0d TOIBKO OIUH pas.

It's been a long time since I've been to a circus -

in my opinion, even as a kid, I've only been there

once.

(b) A y3Ham mpo ITHX KEIE3HOMOPOKHUKOB,
9TO OHH €3[IT /Mydd U Crood.

I heard that these railway workers travel by car.

2) prepositional combinations:  om...do...,
u3...6/Ha...cetc.

(8) Auexcamap TepexoB COTIPOBOKIAET
HEJApOM YUHTENsl om YHugepcumema 00
doma — TEMHBIM U JIBIUCTBIM apOaTCKUM
MepeyaKaM.

No wonder Alexander Terekhov accompanied

the teacher from school to home, because the

alley of Arbat is dark and gloomy.

(b) Bce Geramu uz odoma ma ynuyy, TacKaaw
BEIIH. ..

Everyone ran from home to the street, dragging

things...

3. Fringe field

The fringe field in the functional semantic field
of Russian orientation is an infinitely vast space
system that intersects with other semantic
categories. The main types of expressions are:
adverbs, verbs that express the meaning of
departure (MOKMHYTBH/TIOKHIATh, etc.), main-
subordinate compound sentences (oTkyna-led
main-subordinate compound sentences) and so
on.

1) Adverbs

(d) D10 uzdanu oH Kazalucs BCE TAKMM IKe
CIIOHEHKOM, KaK [PH MEPBOU BCTpeye.

From a distance, he appears to be the same baby

elephant as when they first met.

2) Verbs (mokuHyTh etc. that express the
meaning of departure)

(a) YerBepTp Beka MpoLLTO, KaK HaBCeraa, s
ROKUHYZ 3TOT TOPOA.

Twenty-five years passed away, I have left the

city forever.

3) Main-subordinate compound sentences
(...ommyoa, omkyoa... or adjective + N. +
omkyoa clause, etc.)

(&) OueBmmHO, KTO-TO TaM BBIMICT 0MMYOQ,
omKyda OHa 3BOHHJIA.

Obviously, someone over there went out from

where she called.

(b) Ta camast KoMHaTa, OMKYOd MBI YIILTH YTPOM.

Exactly the room left we in the morning.
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Functional Semantic Field of Chinese Spatial
Orientation

1. Core field

The expression means of the core field in the
functional semantic field of Chinese spatial
orientation are spatial prepositional phrases and
directional verb structures. Among them, the
prepositions "céng A", "xiang /7", "wing 1£",
"dao F|", "chdo #J" and other words express the
meaning of orientation. According to statistics,
there are six types of spatial prepositional phrases
that express orientational meaning: spatial
preposition + noun + orientational word, spatial
preposition + locational word, spatial preposition
+ locational word + directional verb, spatial
preposition + locational word + verb +
directional verb, Spatial preposition + locational
noun, spatial preposition + demonstrative
pronoun. There are four types of directional verb
structures that express the meaning of orientation:
directional verb + locational noun, directional
verb + common noun, directional verb, verb +
directional verb.

Orientational words refer to words that express
the names of orientation and relative positional
relationship (Yuehua, 2017: 50), such as "shang
£ xia T zuo ZZs you £ gidn Fis hou J7
néi 4 waid4 4/ and so on. This paper adopts
Wu Jiadi’s definition and identification of
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Jinlai R, childi K. 1K huildi [FIF.
guoldi I, qilai ZHK. daoldi FIHK. qu 2\
shangqu 2 xiaqu T2 jingu 2 chigi
HZ kaign A2 huiqu [F12 guogu 1712

1) Spatial preposition + common noun +
orientational word

a) MEHEAMEHEZEH-BRZX -
—EHIEIBEMNEE -

...Then he quickly took out a stack of invoices
from the room with a repentant look.

by BFEWURRMK 7T, #LmeFL
—in, BR/FEZINN,

Ma Xishan gritted his teeth fiercely and slapped
his fist on the table, making the cups and plates
rattle.

2) Spatial preposition + locational word

() MEBREE—BSHKY - LEM &
FEHL,

With his good swimming skill, Lin Yuhui

gradually pulled the ferry to the shore.

(b) BARANBENH Fgsf—REM I,

The Japanese took them to a vacant area outside

orientational words, locational words and the city.

locational nouns from the perspective of . . )

semantic grammar. orientational words are 3) S.patlal preposition + locational word +
spatial positional words that express the directional verb

directional and positional relationship based on
reference objects. A total of 123 orientational
words are screened (1), of which There are 83
human body orientational words and 40 natural
orientational words (Jiadi, 2008: 21-22).

Locational words are spatial locational words
that represent places based on buildings (Jiadi,
2009). A total of 115 locational words have been
screened (2). For example, the basic semantics
are teaching units, place names, administrative
divisions, etc., which are classified as "locational
nouns", such as Beijing, Shanghai, Harbin, etc.

The directional verb is a special relatively closed
part of speech, and it is also the most important
means of expressing direction (Jing, 2020). Its
characteristic is that it can be used as a
complement after the verb. We screened out 26
directional verbs in total: shang -+ xia F. jin
s chii His kai 77 hui [\ guo 17 qi &2

dao F. ldi . shanglai [, xialdi .

(a) XA 2RI S0

At this time, Liu Boka sat down beside Wu Liya.

(b) # K KL T —TE: “RAMEILK?
RRBADCE: “J& TRIMA .

Han Fei pondered for a moment and said, "Where

are you from?" The strong man in black said: "I

have just come from outside the city.

4) Spatial preposition + locational word + verb
+ directional verb

(8) MR LR M G 57 E L

Two girls with glasses passed by.

(b) UbEFK T HREE, Ralih AR 2

She opened her eyes wide and looked out of the
window in surprise.

5) Spatial preposition + locational noun

(a) MKREPRX—F  MEBEBFXAEMHE

o
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. FARF—EIFEHNBLELMARE
XHKRFET .
Wu Meng, the monitor, will leave this frontline
early tomorrow morning and go to Beijing—

Chairman Mao's side to attend a socialist
university.

(b) HNIMIEETREEKE - —FHERA]D

BN -
We took the night train from Harbin and arrived
in Jixi City early in the morning.

6) Spatial Prepositions + Demonstrative
Pronouns

(@ ATYBMMERNZZ - AMINEEFE
FYXEERFERLIFFE 263 5,

People come from all over the world for that
smiling girl - 263 Prinsengracht Street.

(b) XBWBE—NMHERRER/ - HIIMEX
NTFE,

There is a place with a small slope here, let's go
down from here.

7) Directional verb + locational noun

(a) “TH/R , MPARERIREZ L&,
"Qi Er, I want to go to Shanghai with you
tomorrow."

(b) 1981 F, EHEEMOE D PEFRFE
HMWETEE -
In 1981, the old Lai brought some of his

calligraphy and painting works to Hangzhou for
an exhibition.

8) Directional verb + common noun

(a) WEHEWEET, BRE L.

She carried the basket with a smile and followed
me up the mountain.

(b) /MEETRISE VR K& T,
Xiaoyanzi finished painting the roof and flew
down to the ground.

9) Directional Verbs

(a) ¥IERE V& RREHES, dWiad
AN L2

Chuxia looked at the "thin" sliding pole and

refused to go up.

(b) FEFNEMIEITH, BRAEHALT .

I walked to the entrance of the museum and

suddenly didn't want to go in.

10) Verb + directional Verb

(2) gl Rl B di: AR A 1A B L 27,

Banas Hill replied: "Climb up from this

chimney".

(b) ATHEREMNENX - H—EBEEL
!

In order to find the meaning of my life, I must go

out!

2. Transition field

The expressions of transition field in Chinese
directional functional semantic field mainly
include: locational word + verb + directional verb,
demonstrative pronoun, idiom, orientational
word + directional verb, directional verb +
orientational word, etc.

1) locational word + verb + directional verb

() HLAF—MIENFT  RFPERE
R—PESRNIAEMBIRKA PR
C ERARKR—IREIAL T .

There was the sound of a carriage coming from
the street, a Mr. Taifan’s waiter in a coat rushed
in with a flustered look, Mrs. Gu recognized him
at a glance.

(b) BRXL CI—FER, BAZETH
TFLLa .

Suddenly a black cloud flew across the sky,
covering the moon tightly.

2) Demonstrative pronouns

(a) AT —HAEHK, MRERAR G H R LK.
We have been looking for it, but we can't find
where it was from.

(b) AN, FRATIWT B8 LA K — AR o

Soon, we heard a gunshot coming from there.

3) Idioms

(@) FRENXNMNGIRME FFZAE.

So our little girl will move out and run away.

(b) AT, A —HHEERIESHiEH
R

I have traveled from south to north countless

times, and there is one thing I remember clearly

so far.

4) orientational words (east, south, west, north,
etc.) + directional verbs (up, down, etc.)

(a) b EIR, NESFEL, WIFHAdRH

30
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JE Ly AT
He closed his eyes and was reluctant to tell more,
including that he was about to go north, left
without saying goodbye.
(b) AN NN TS T I L
Some people call it "the flow of people goes
south, the goods from Guangzhou go north".

5) directional verb + orientational word

(a) WiE#—Wrim AR S RGN, ST L
A7

Feng Qingyang hurried forward when he heard

that Duanmuxue was here to report.

3. Fringe field

It should be pointed out that the fringe field of the
functional semantic field is an infinitely vast
space system. The fringe field of one functional
semantic field may intersect with another
functional semantic field. The fringe field of the
functional semantic field of Chinese spatial
orientation mainly includes locational words,
locational nouns and phrases that express the
meaning of time.

1) locational word

(@) —“EM?"—«“HBE,

— "Where to go?" — "Study room".

2) locational noun

() — “E? EMILE? »— “H R, LH
RANEAERE T . 7

— "Go? Where to go?" — "Nanjing, Shanghai,

Taiwan will be the last."

3) Phrases that express the meaning of time

() H&JUMNME S K £S5, AP
SFIXABEAT AT

Since their daughter came back from studying

abroad, the old couples have been waiting for his

such action for a long time.

(b) AFFHOF, FEEIRATELW S, (R
U0V NTTREE Rk TV P S TN

At the exit, the tour guide asked us to look back,

but we saw a crescent moon floating on the water

in the distance, which was bright and pleasant.

Conclusion

It is well known that any concept expressed in
human consciousness can be conveyed through
language. Some concepts are systematically
reflected in language, while others can only be
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expressed under specific circumstances, and
sometimes these concepts have no difference or
connection with other concepts with similar
content, which shows that language can
distinguish relatively more essential concepts.
According to the above research on the
functional semantic field of Russian-Chinese
spatial orientation, the expression means of
functional semantic field of Russian spatial
orientation are morphological, lexical and
syntactic means, while the expression means of
Chinese are lexical and syntactic means. In
Chinese, the expression means of core field,
transition field and fringe field are much more
than those in Russian.

From the perspective of functional semantic
fields, we study the set of fields representing
directional meaning in Russian and Chinese. We
present the similarities and differences of the two
language expressions more systematically,
realize the integrity of the two language units in
the interaction, show the function of the units
from the different languages, especially the
unmarked way of expressing spatial relationships,
it ensures the clarity of the grammatical
phenomena we study. The realization of the
above goals is based on the theory of functional
grammar, that is, the two methods of analyzing
language are "from semantics to form" ("from
function to means") and "from form to
semantics" ("from means to function"), it
systematically forms the semantic functions of
aggregates of language units.

This paper presents the spatial orientational
functional semantic field as a system composed
of three subfields: core field, transition field and
fringe field, whose basic semantics include the
meaning of "path starting point" and "path ending
point". The linguistic units in the core field have
stronger semantic category functions, and the
category meaning in the fringe field intersects
with the semantic categories of other fields.

Considering the characteristics of the
communicative function method, when we teach
Chinese university students the structure of
expressing Russian spatial orientation, we can
optimize Chinese students to construct the
functional semantic field structure of Russian
spatial orientation and improve their learning
efficiency. The research of this paper will have
certain theoretical value in translation studies,
speech communication, etc., and will have a
certain enlightenment effect for Chinese students
to learn Russian grammar, especially the
grammatical knowledge of Russian spatial
prepositions.
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